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EDITORIAL 
Just �otl'er Millenni� 

You can start your calendar anywhere. And. we have done so. What is 
ii:QportaDt is.that-pe!Jple gre&t&emplc)y the. same schel.QP ot dates so that we can 
communicate daily, .conduct business, __ a.Jld_ pursue - history without confusing 
ourselves with conflictb:\g schemes While holy calendars .rem,ain in use, the planet 
has generally spared us a lot oLconfnsion by incorporating one imperfect but 

_geaereBy uDderstood scbeme. 'rhastart of another egmant qf a thousand years in 
that scheme can have no mystical significance when its occurrence is determined 

hy "" �bitrary starting date� 
We-- will sooa..tuDl-a.ceattQ¥ and start. aaother.JlliPenpium. The fuss over 

when to-celebrate the new miJJennium is a minor scuffle. Look at it this way. You 
_ _get._to,_ celebrate twi£e!.at the end of 1999 and at the. end .of �000. The tum of the 

century is a bit more engagillg for us-It is a handy refer:ence point that permits a 
bett5 seDSe ot what-wa&around-a.hundred years com_namd to the situation today. 
Who wants to reflect back upon one tho•1sand years ag:9? 

Ahunclred-yeam�people.we�e excitedi:Jy the� use of the telephone. 
It was going to change th@� lives, and it did. Today we are excited by the Internet. 
It iUJoing to cb'\nge ourJives And it.:Pmbably wilL 

· 

Cbanges in transportation were coming. _  Dreams and experiments were to 
take the new century �ondbaiJoons and bicycles..into.nwolqtionary abilities in the 
air and on tbe land. With them came unforeseen hazards like world-circling plagues 
and _gridlock. Perhaps our new century will open_ up_sw:h �tic changes and 
visit upon us new pmbJems. Keep dreaming and experimenting. 

A feeling of __great satisfactioa waa being e:qxessed_-.bu�dred years ago about 
man!s knowledge . . Except for the heart of Antarctica� the world was considered a 
known. quantity. The fi81d work bad been done to descri� th� world's fauna. There 
were no lost worlds left to be discovered. - It-was-even suggested that the patent 
office be closed because allthe_possible patents bad beeD iss\led. Today we expect 
technological change We have too much satisfaction.. however, about the nature 
aad: ways of our world. Some of us will keep gstheriag fBcl:s and pondering them. 
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BIG HOOT 

-By Mark A. Hall 

BJGHOOT - A_bird of prey in tb.a_.Qrd�r Strigiformes. In size 
lalger-than all-other-owls, appr_oaching the size of a human 
being. Never scientifically desci:i.bed, Obsexved in the wild 
in-- the-. eastern-U.S.A. in the states of Ohio and West 
Vir_ginia. Folklore of similar_ birds is fpund elsewhere in the 
world. [big + hoot, the traditional owl soWld] 

We share this planet 11nknowing).y with many extraordinary animals. As a group 
we-ignore them. As-individuals V'1&-are-fre&-ta-wonder-about them and to seek to learn 
more about them. Here_ we will examine what little is. knownabqut the behavior of one 
of_ the.�secretiv.aoLthese animal V\ronders Their.__vecy existence has remained 
uncatalo_gued, that is, they have not been describedby _biologists and preserved as 
specimens--in--museums--SO that-their- existence-is.-beyand almost all doubt. (I write 
'11almost all doubt .. because even type specimens can be the supject of debate.) This 
creature joins the cryptozoological.cadre of-unknown animals that survive when the 
common wisdom holds that no lar_ge animals remain bath...aQ,ve and Wldiscovered. 

Most-elusive-in-this-parade. of_ wonders is Bi.ghoot.._ a giant owl and easily the 
most mysterious of birds. We know less about this laxgest xpember of the order of 
owls...than. we-.know about .the. Thunderbird,. the--giant_ hawk-like predator equally 
_ignored.by omithol.ggi.sts . . Ill Both have remained unknown for �imilar reasons. They 
are-seldom seen..any longer-and-when-the.yare-mentioned:they offend the modem sense 
of. wha.:t.is.possible. It is my position that the modem. sensa of what is possible could 
standsomaimprouement _ Here...wa willexamjne whatis.Jmown about Bighoot and you 
will be told the sources by which we come by this knowle.d.Q'e. The sources by which 
we. . know- these.birds.could stand some. improvement also. For this we must look to 
future _generations to do more than the frightened and feeble efforts mustered to the 
present-date.-

-Tho owls have boon eallotl the�trol11 for t.hok.noctumal hWlting habits. 
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Th�-a.nd-nearly unmistakable in ·appearance, though few of us will have 
been. fortunate enough to observe them in action. iiLtheir..dar)t and wild world. So 
effectiue are.the-cover-of-nigbt and�ture's V'rays of camonfl.age that we have remained 
unaware of the very existence ofthala_rgest of.tb.aord.el:_ofth& owls. Here you will read 
for the first time anywhere how this creature has for centuries baffled and terrified 
mankind 

There are modem.. encounters with Bi.gho� the_gia.n.t..pw� that give us our only 
description-of this .birdrfol:_ithas nener . been-captmedand examined by scientists. As 
far aslcandetermine"* there are_no fossilremains in the. sciQ� record to support the 
ongin of this particular-bird...- Some day such 8lri.dence will_probably be found, however I 

because the bird has survived even into modem.. times . _ _As so often is the case, the 
American Indians knew this animal and preserved knowledge of it in their own way, as 
we shall see . 

The modem history of Bighoot encounters comes._to Ufi primarily -- but not 
exclusively-- from-a-period-of-a-few .. weeks-.in-1966.. People living in Ohio and West 
Vir_giniain the vicinity of the Ohio River observed these birds.Jepeatedly. However, they 
did-not-kno\1\r. what..they-were-seeing The- activities_ of the birds were assumed, 
probably erroneously. to be the activities of a single creatur-e. In this case that entity 
was. given-a .joumalist'S-label.of "Mothman " 

Tha most. ac:tjve. reporter .of_these activi.t:i.eSr v.rriter John �eel, associated these 
especially strange reports with-other bizarre . . reportsin--the same area which were going 
on before., d11ring., and after the creatlJ.Te stories. In my Jiiew, this association has 
obscured the-meaning of the-animal obseiVationS-made. at that time and has for over 
three. decades i.ncorrectLy_1abeled. thacreatures...as being from outer space or another 
dimension.- They-were an.d.are simply-a..part of the natural landscape. They are birds, 
though birds of extraordinary size. and with.an extraordinary history. 

The basis.-fox:-saying-these-birds-have.always-been-around can be found in many 
Indian legends. The 11Mothman .. of our day was seen diffeum:t!}' centuries ago by the 
Ameiican-lndians in-the-Ea.sL.- The.-Indians .called them_ _ .. Flying Heads .. or 11Big Head." 
Before we are critical of this fact we should remember that our modem culture is the one 
that-has-declared-these--bilds-to-be-from-oute:rspace! 

The Iroquois� the Tuscarora, and the Wyandot Indians all tol� stories of the "Flying 
Heads." In A Guide to the Gods Richard Carlyon describes "Big Heads" in this way: 

Demonic. deities of the Iroquois Indians. JI'hey were huge, bodiless 
headS-COvereci-inlong baii.from-which_protruded sharpnailed claws. 
With open mouths and fiery eyes the Big Heads flew about in 
storms, the wind keeping them up by their masses of hair. [2) 

I suggest these were in fact flying owls covered in.fsathers. They have sharp 
claWS-and :fiery red eyes exhibiting-the-very red eye-shine that is characteristic of owls. 

Erminnie Smith, in collecting stories �onq the Iroquois, records: 

It was. a common..belief-among- Indians that there was a strange, 
- h11man like eroatmO:; eon:sisting simply of a head made terrific with 



j 

Fig_ L_ This_ illustration . oL a_ hawk. owl_ suggests why the giant owl 

known as Bighoot. might have impressed the Alnerican lDdiaDS as a 

taloned "Flying Head" when encountered at Digbt and ezhibiting fiery 

eye-shine. 

I 
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large eyes_and covered.'w:ith long hair 'fijs home was upon a huge 
rock, a rifted promontory, over which his long hair streamed in 
shaggy fierceness. [3] 

_ In Mythology of AJJ Races Hartley Burr Alexander 'WriteR that "myths of heads that 
pursue in. order to devour and destroy are found every part of America . .. [4] However, 
when we_ .. examine some of these accounts it is clear that these arEt not all to be equated 
to- awls. There are stories of rolling heads and skulls that can be left to their own 
pecu�ar__aategory: offolklote.- [5)_ 

_The Americanlndian lore _of giant owls is explidt�- wide-spread. One of the 
characteristics of the Eastem Great Head is that it carried off children. This was noted 
by William Connelly in this description amana- the Wyandots from Ohio. 

The E'1y:in.g Heads plagued the Wyandots. They were more dangerous and 
troublesome during_ rainy, foggy, _or._.misty___weather. They could enter a 
cloud of fog, or mist, or rime, and in it approach a Wyandot village unseen. 
They were cruel .and wicked .hoobdtehs__and:. cannibals. They caused 
sickness; they were vampires, and lay in wait for people, whom they 
caught and devoured. They carried awa}L.childran; they blighted the 
tobacco and other crops; they stole and devoured the game after the 
hunter had killed it. 

Fire was the most potent agency _ _with_..wbich 1:0 resist them. The 
Lightning sometimes killed one. [6] 

Owls were blamed _for carrying awaylndian offsp.rin.g_elsewhere. The Wishram 
Indians along the Columbia River in the Northwest told such stories according to 
Krystyna Weinstein in Ow�, qw1s, Fantastic Fowls: 

Spine-chiJ1ing stories were told to naughty children by the 
Wishram Indians of Washington.ab�t the old she-owl who 
snatched children away, and many other Indian peoples 
would warn children that if they_did npt behave they would 
be taken away by the owl -- much the same as Emopean 
children are frig�te9ed with the witch. [7] 

I ' 

She went on to cite another story about the Big Owl that the Apache knew. 
In the heart of North America the familiar story w_as_aiao told among the Omahas 

and the Ponkas. We quote James Owen Dorsey on the subject: 

In-da-dhin-ga. This is_a..m.on,ster in human shape 
according to-the Omahas; but the Ponkas compare it 
to the great owl; saying that it is of huge size, and 
dwells in the forest, being able to pull up large trees 
by·-the -roots. -Mothers-scare their children by saying, 
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"Take care, the lndadhinga will catch you!" [8] 

From the_nearby Ozark Mountains_ there are_modem storie� of Booger-Owls with 
wings ten to twelve feet across. They preyed upon-lambs, calves, dogs, and .... yes -­

children. Folklorist Vance Randolph cited HemmecHn� necu Compton, Arkansas, 
as one source of such stories. [9] 

The only alternative explanation for the "Big Heads�.been that they represent 
cyclones. [10] The Indians had a name for tornadoes, however. An identity as owls 
seems favorable. 

The modem record of Bighoot in West Virginia date..s..kom early in the twentieth 
centUiy Qur_ source is the research of Tames Gay_Jones, emeritus professor of history 
at Glenville State College and the author of Appalacb.ia.D Ghost Stories and More 
Appalachian Ghost Stories. In Haunted Valley and More Folk Tales he writes: 

In the early _1900's at..Pt. _Fleasant, a large bird with 
the-head.--of-a-man- and_wingspan of at least 12 feet 
was seen. it appeared._juat prior to or immediately 
after- the- occurrence -of a tragic event... It was also 
seen by rural faon farnilies...in Mason, Jackson, Roane, 
Clay and Kanawha counties. By World War I, birdman 
was observed flying _over. Looneyville, up Jolmson 
Creek, down Gabe in Roane County thence down Elk 
Valley_into theKanaw:ha Its monstrous size and dark 
reddish-feathers which glistened in the sunlight cast 
_fear_in all who_saw it Pamnts kept children indoors 
after sightin� After World War II people said they 
were chased by a huge__bird while traveling on the 
highways of Mason, Jackson, and Wood com1ties near 
the Ohio River. [ 11] 

In November of 1966 the "birdman" was back in the news and stayed there for the 
_next year. _ _An Associated Press dispatch from Point Pleasant,. West Virginia, got the ball 
rolling by reporting events late on the 15th of November. A sighting was made by two 
_young couples Df 'A.flying.man..with a1(bfoot_wingspan who flies after cars at 100 miles 
per hour." 

They said the gray and white "tping" which appeared 
like a. 6-foot man-with wing:s, flew after their car off W. 
Va. 63 north of here at---&bout midnight Tuesday. 
Speeding-back to the city at up to 100 mph, they said 
the "Mothm.an" flew overh&ad at about 50 feet. But 
the object veered away as they approached the town, 
they said, apparently in fear of the town lights. [12] 

The reports of similar creatures came from nearby parts of West Virginia and. 
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.southeastern O.hi.o over the next year. We _can_ learn something about these birds by 
leoking closely at these-reparts. The first S1Jmmazy of the 1966-67 reports was made by 
V\lliterRelen _M. White. White reported onthem asbirds_:_Ql"bird-monsters ... [13] 
Other- sources are reports published in the Charleston (West Virginia) Gazette and the 
writings _of JabnK�Lon .. Mothman." _(14f 

'The two.-coupl�who first reported the craatme were Mr. and Mrs. Steve Mallette 
and Mrs. and Mrs. Roger Scarberry A They first saw one _ _creature Slanding on the grorm.d 
in a marshy area north of Point Pleasant. It looked to be over six feet tall. It had wings 
folded anits back. Two enonnous _ _red eyes were seen. The __ooupJes sped away in thefr 
car. Then:.they saw-the-creature-in the air. Its-wings looked ten feet across. Despite 
tb.e_.speed_af_their_.car__the creature kept up with them effartlassly. They heard a sound 
from it "like the squeaking of a mouse ... 

As_l have observed previously. 115] these birds. in commpn with the enormous 
Thun.derbirds, seem_at times to take advantage of the artificial air currents created by 
automobiles. The effect on the humans in the vehicles is_-a.rtling, but the birds are 
looking for a natural advantage. Soaring flight is important to large birds. In technical 
terms, the contrast with small birds has been expre�sed by Colin Pennycuick: 

In large birds the metabolic rate is relatively much 
less, and so a _greater praportjon of the total power 
can be saved by soaring. [16] 

In the_post�World-War-II era _people have reported beiqg chased on the highways 
of "Bighoat Coun.try ." It is their automobiles that have created this situation. 

The events on 15 November caused Kenneth DJ.UJ.Ca.Il to speak up. on 12 
November he had seen something like a brown human baing gliding through the trees 
near Clendenin, West Virginia. He was assisting in digging a grave for his father-in­
law. The thing disappeared before the 4 people with him could see it. [17] 

On 20 November _a couple reported to a Charleston patrolman that they had seen 
alarge bird near Feny Branch. It•s wingspread was wider than their truck. It flew over 
their tntck, lande.d...in._a..:tre.e. and then flew up Feny Branch .Hallow. [18] 

On the same date a bird .. about four feet tall with red hal:fm.oons under his eys .. 
was reported by Howard _Miller. It landed on a schooLbua.sh�ter in Dixie, Nicholas 
County. [19] Also, Brenda Jones of Point Lick saw one beside a rock quarry at 
Campbell's Creek. It ran into the wood.s._[20J 

On 25 November Thomas Ury of Clarksburg saw the usual six-foot figure with ten­
foot wings early in the morning. He was 8_milesnorth of Point Pleasant. It hovered 
over his car and then flew toward the Ohio River. [21] 

_The_next day on Cat Creek near Lowell, Ohio, the_m.o.st extraordinary experience 
of all took-place. For over two hours several people were able to watch four large birds 
as they _sat in_bare _trees and flew_about _the araa.�rs, Marvin Shock and 
Ewing Tilton, and Shock•s children watched them in daylight. The birds were four to 
five feet tall. Wingspreads were 10 feet or more. ThebreaS!Its were charcoal gray; the 
backs were dark brown with light flecks. The eyes could not be described. Shock 
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Re_ports of _giant owls have occurred in thb; �entury within a 
triangular area with Dixie, West Virginia, LoweD, Ohio, and Rocky 
Fork Lake at its corners. The birds have im.pressed and frightened 
people with their size and remarkable flying abilities. 
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thought there was a .. reddish cast11 to thei.Lheads_an.d their bills were straight and 5 
to 6 inches long. [22-J 

Other brief encounters followed for _almost a year.. _Op. 27 November near New 
Haven, West Virginia, Connie Jo Carpenter saw a creature fly toward her car. On 7 
December in Ohio near the Athens-Hocking county_J.in.e ..on Route 33 a car nearly 
collided-with a giant bird. The four women in the car described the usual bird. On 11 
December Kathryn Beaver reported .something flew. over.ller CSJ' near Wilson Straight 
in West Virginia [23� 

ln 1961 Mabel McDaniel saw the thing on 1 1 J.an.uary on Route 62 at Point 
Pleasant. [24] In November of 1967 Virginia'P1oma.s saw something gray and over 6 
feet tall running in the area of the first reported enco\Ulter..almost one year earlier. [25] 

One report from November of 1966 may have seemed odd to the Charleston police 
department. RichardWest_phonedJ:b.e police_on_28�ovemher to say he had looked out 
his a.panment window and saw- what he called "Batman." Said West, "He1s on the roof 

_next_dooL .Just.sitting_there looking_at..m�respanse..to...qu.esti.ons he said further, 
"It looks just like a man. lt1S about six feet tall and has a wingspread of six or eight 
feet. It has big red eyes ... It flew straig:p.t up when it left..�26] 

His experience would not have seemed odd to I linda Scarberry, one of the original 
observers of Bighoot that month. When investigat_ar_Brent Raynes visited Point 
Pleasant in 1976 he talked to her and learned that she had continued to see one of 
the.se_cre.atures, perhapsnundred.s .ofJ:imes. She...said,�t...seemed like there for two 
years that it would follow us everywhere we went." She continued, "It seems like it 
doesn't want to.hurt you. It_just wants to communicate with yo'L\. But yau1re too afraid 
when you see it to do anything," She said it appeared outside her bedroom window 
one night. just as Richard West reported. "It was sitting on.the roof one night, looking 
in the window and by then I was so used to seeing it I just pulled the blinds and went 
on." (27] 

The two largest birds of prey in North America, the.Bighoo� and the Thunderbird, 
have remained unknown species, i.e. unrecognized to exist except by the few people 
who have chanced to encounter the birds .. 

The somewhat naive suggestion has been made that this could not be possible 
.because amatellLbird watchers woul.d.b.e_reparting_tb.e.sahirds. But not one word of 
Thunderbirds or Bighoot has yet to appear in any bird watchers1 book or magazine. The 
cultural taboo against reporting a _giant bird is in place for .tha-anlll.teur bird watcher just 
as it is for other citizens. 

The backgrounds of all \1\litnesses to giant birds. are ..not \mown, but none have 
been identified specifically as an amateur bird watcher. So, at the time of this writing, 
it can truly be said that no amateur has reported a giant bird :..But this is a very different 
thing. from being able to say that no amateur has ever seen one of these birds. In truth, 
we do not know what they may have seen. They have not.heen asked or polled in any 
way. They are generally uninformed about the very existence of giant owls and 
Thunderbirds and the birds1 characteristics. And if as� wllo will volunteer to be 
ridiculed for some rare sighting of a bird others already consider an impossibily? 

These are..no ordinary birds. _ Wbile their..size might seem to make them obvious, 
they are species that have survived into the modem day under threat of mankind1S 



Septembef 1998 WONDERS 75 

retaliation for their pr-edatory habits. Both have been reported to attack and cany off 
human beings. This does not happen as often now as it may have happened when the 
American Indians were the numerous human beings being preyed upon. In 1977 a ten­
year-old boy was attacked by a Thunderbird. The story i''�fi$ly made headlines in 
newspapers. The whole. thing was then swept under the rug by the fact that bird 
elg)erts could not make head or tail of what was happening. They said the story was 
untrue. 

Indians_lmew the Thunderbirds to attack human beings, �pparently when food 
was otherwise scarce. And in some places on the continent the Indians specifically 
blame owls for carrying off young Indians. .Both types of.birds ll,ave reasons to avoid 
their some-time prey and hereditary enemy, mankind. 

Bighoot is active at night. The cover of darkness_has_generally prevented human 
observers from correctly. identifying this bird. As for safety. in the daytime when a giant 
_owl is most vulnerable., the Bighoot has evolved amost __ ef:fective Qamouflage. This kind 
of camouflage is already recognized among the owls. To introduce this aspect of 

_Bighoo'ts__sunrival, here.i.s a_qua:ta:tion from Lewis Wayne Walker on observing a long­
eared owl. He was constructing a photographic blind which caused the owls ·�o 
become secretive." 

One, __ perching on a broken branch, followed each 
movement that I made through eyelids closed to mere 
slits. Clamping evexy_feather to its body it assumed 
a sticklike appearance and the feather tufts were 
raised to their utmost__ll&igh't creating an illusion 
startlingly like a broken log -- even to the jagged 
splinters that migh�de from the top. The 
normal coloration of this owl matches the bark, so 
with erect stance to furtb.&r h�ighten the protective 
mimicry, this pair hacl everything -combined with a 
dramatic sense of timtqg which enhanced the 
effectiveness of each act. [28] 

The protective mimicry described above has been..util:tzed by the giant owls 
to disguise themselves as upright trees and logs lying on the ground. This has 
certainly been one key to their survival and to our lack of knowledge of their 
existence. 

An example of this mimicry in action come.s in_a__r_eport �om a woman in Ohio 
who obsexved something. she could not understand. She saw this thing at Rocky Fork 
Lake in southern Ohio around August of 1982. About a year lcJ,ter she saw a similar 
sight at the same lake. Her account was eventually published in the Bigfoot Co-op 
for October of 1988 . 

. . .  while fishing in Rocky Fork_Lake___in Opio we drifted into a 
pristine cove- on the SW side and noted with utter disbelief an old 
-tall--tepless--tree--truck--flWrox-_9--W--feet-_hlgh, 112 inches arol.Uld, 
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move about 4 ft. sideline.1This was on shore about 20 ft. inland 
among-:lik&.looking tt:ees, with underbrush.) Again it moved only 
this time there was a partial twisting__ar' rotation from the top 18-
24 inches..- It slowly maneuvered backward (keeping erect like a 
tree) into the woods with NO NOISES from it or underbrush as 
graceful as a bird thru a tree. It stopped in the mid of a sunlight 
clearing .... 

She then writes that "wings unfolded with a _Span greater than most small 
ailplanes:• Aftet= a-while--it returned-to its "tree--appearance." She saw the "semblance 
of two eyes" and thought it was watching them. The Sun we�t down and the sight 
was lost to view. Then: 

One year later_. same lake and a half mile or so from that first cove 
thiS- figure appeared- near. shoreline again. (It seemed taller or 
leaner. ) This time [IJ _got a look at .its legs and feet -yellowish 
grainy like .. chicken legs _ tb.ey._were so thin and short for its 
height. Three_Jgng slender toes with a hooked toe or nail on 
lower leg .... [29) 

The writer of these. experiences did not know what--to make of them. You are 

reading here the first explanation for them. She was observing -- and was being 
observed by-- an ow4 just. as Walker·de�d his experience. 

In. the.-m.odem day_tb.ese_giant owls appear .to pose no meaningful threat to 
ordinary people. They are retiring, rare, and even appear to be curious about us. 
Such a curiosity makes them 1nJlnerable I think it would be folly to practice violence 
against these creatures for the purposes of either captui'in,g...or �g them. Everyone 
should remember th.a.:L.these _ _  animals are fonnidahle predators and capable of 
defending themselves and doing dama_ge in the _process . ..No one should endeavor to 
antagonize these creatures without expecting to pay.an_awful price. 

Our approach should be to maintain a distance and_obse.rve them to learn more 
about them Any. organized effort can only he an improvement over the neglect, the 
mis-naming, and the sensational nonsense that has been eutaclled to the presence of 
these remarkable creatures I recommend here as Lhave elsewhere a telebiological 
approach. Consider the serious possibility of the modem survival of this animal. 
Learn more about Bigboot by letting them live whil.eLwe view them from a distance. 
With attention to human experience, patience, a study aLtha environment, and the 
use of modem technology we can be successful in adding to our knowledge without 
reducing the popula�on of these. rare- birds. 

We.-.b.alla- focused on_ . the_ apparent _ "Bighoot Country" along the Ohio River 
because the record there has come to light in this cen.tuiy� A$ the American Indian 
lore of •Flying.Heads" and Big Owls indicated earlier, the.. owls were known elsewhere 
around North America. tntimately we may find that these.,.birds have a widespread 
though thin distribution, much as a concerted study of Thunderbirds has increasingly 

-inElieated-a--pmad.::presence past and present. 
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1 hav-e -been-toki- sto� that- sum19st- the- owls--ll.all.e been seen in places like 
Minnesota and Pennsylvania in recent years. Stories oDJe.pord already indicate that 
in-the -East-they -may-have-been-seen-in-NeW-YOik-and-VirgJ.nia. 

Virginia M. Miller of Elma, New York, wrote to Fate_.Ma.g�e about her father•s 
expeiience of-seeing a �like creature ,;f\tith a V\tingspan of 10 feet. Because it was 
__the night ofHall.oweenin 1974_he_was out_patroling their property when he saw it. 
He thought of it as a .. gargoyle ... His daughter later read about 11MOthman11 and that is 
what she called it. [30] 

American lon�eare_d owl. 

Fi_g. 3. The protective mimia.y used by the loDg-eare_d owl is employed 

by the giant owls to conceal their presence in the woods of North 

America. 
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John Keel has- heard from_ a_ businessman. from_ Arlin.gtop, Virginia, who saw 
something-in the-company- of-three-- others-in-the-winter of 1968-69. On a farm in 
Prince William County near Haymarket they had investigat•d a strange rushing 
sound.- The-y cam&- upon-a-dark-figme--over--8--feet-tall.-standing by a tree. Retreating 
and turning on their automobile lights, his report conclu.ded: ·� we saw was this 
huge thing with large red-orange eyeballs and wing-like arms . We couldn't get out of 
tbere-fast enough" (3-1-l-

Again on a._parallel �Thnnderbirds.-_giant awl.aam__prabably not exclusive to 
Noith.-Ameiica..--Tbrough accidents of history their cryptazoological presence here has 
been_ exposed These birds have thamnbili�predatory oatur�-. and survival skills to 
persist-in-spite-of-tbreats-.to__them over time. They are night creatures which means 
their path-andmankind'S-will not nf)CS-

Rep<ms.-fiom- the- United-Kingdom of-a- "Cornish-Oilman" in 1976 and 1978 [32] 
and a Mr. Pollock's meeting with a bird while walking his_dog .¢Yorkshire all hint at 
giant-owlS-there-too. Pollock-said its "'"ngs were.A..feet or more across. It was four 
feet tall and displayed large talons and a huge beak. It_sb;Q� and moaned. [33) 

In.Chile-thete-iS-an-undoubted similarity in-.folklom to the "Flying Heads" of the 
Iroquois. In the MythQlo� of All Races for Latin America we find this passage. "The 
Chon-cho� a .vampir.e-having- the fonn .. of.a- human head whose huge ears serve as 
wings for its noctumal flights is reminiscent of the trav.g heads which form so 
important- a group-of bogeys .on--the- North-American continent." [34) Yes, there has 
e.ven been a report from Chile in 1968 of peasants seeing "� man with arms like 
wingS IllUDing in V'TOOds:' (35l-

Ma,n_y questions. could be _posed about such birds. How JllUCh territory do they 
need-to-sUPrine? Wha:t-among th�wildlife_-available .do they eat? Do they move 
according. to the seasons? We could only s_peculate on the...answers. What is needed 
iS-careful obseivations-of these birds-and-captures oLtb.em photographically. If we 
can.. put._ a side our terror and confusion. perhaps some curious souls will truly add to 
our. knowledge-of-the-bird 'V'rorld-bv-a patientHpursuit-OLthese night creatures. 

Here is a true challenge for birders. The_pas$ _age of...another 20 or 30 years will 
shew-uS-if there ar.e-people-out-there-wi.th-grit--CUJ.d._vision to pursue this mystery. If 
they do_r we will_gain new_ knowladge and they will find falne in the reality of Big hoot, 
the North American giant owl. 
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fVAN SANDERSON AND 

T-HE WAR-RE-NCOUNTY 

WQO·WOO 
By Mark A. Hall 

The name of Ivan T. Sanderson has come up often in the pages 

oLWoJUienr. I wrote a tribute to him. in. Woaders for December 1992, 

notU._g the twentieth annivers..:y of his death. He was born in 

S_cotland in 1911 and_w_as_living _ _ in the USA when be died in 1973. 

His earjy career as a naturaUst and author w� �Uowed by many 

years of pursuing and expounding upon unexplained natural 

phenomena of all kinds. 
A few months a_go I participated in a radio discussion about 

Ivan and his fortean career on the Mike Jarmus show {Reality 1111d 

BeyoatiJ on the Ome_ga Radio Network. Also p-.rticipating were 

Robert Durant and John Keel .. 

ID the_J)OSt-World War ll _ _periocllvan took up residence in New 

J.ersey and became a television and radio personaUty. At his farm 
in the northwestern county of Warren be bad a few odd experiences 

of. his own. In 1958 be observed an unidentified Dying object over 

the Delaware Water Gap as detaDed in his booJE UIJiavited Visitors 

and in_NICAP's The UFO Evideace (p.52, edited by Richard Hall, 

1984). He brieD_y encountered a _p,•zzlin_g animal in his own 

swimming pond, as I bave told the story in Woaders {December 

1992). The farm sett� described in that occount is the same 

location given in the story told below. 
A third incident took _place iD the twen�y ye� that Ivan was 

a New Jersey resident. It was a longer experience thaD those 

previ�_y mentioned and must have made the greatest impression 

of all upon him. He wrote this story down in the form of a letter to 

-the local newspaper, the Bl•ilF&tev.m. PleBB,---whicb was a weekly 
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publication _around since_ 1877. The letter was published on 13 
Apri11988. Below is Ivan's account in his own WGrds of what took 

place bLlune_ oL 1985. He was. in the company of his friends and 
coUea_gues Walter McGraw (author of Tile World of tlJe PariUJormal 

- NY: Pyramid Books,_1.989} aml.Tom_Ailen (author of TIJe Ouest: A 
Rf!PQrt oa Extraterrestrilll Life- Pbila.,pbia: Cbqton Books, 1985). 

This_ OCCIIITeDce. demonstrates as weD as any anecdote how 
difficult it can be to deal wit� _ _genuine JQYSteries iD nature. Here 
something _ extmonlinary happens but how can it be recorded, 
re_producecJ, iD.vestlgat_., and solved? There_ is a need here for an 
extended and patient approach to search and research, one that I 

have termed "telebiolQUY." With Ivan's letter to the PreBIIhe was 
c:arqing_. out just such an effort to gather more Information and 
further the pursuit-of a difficult stug. 

The letter starts with Ivan introducing his interest iD and 
knowle4ge of the local folklore� bistoay� and oddities in history. 
ADd teDiDg of his own founding of a small society dedicated to 
p�g the m_ysteries of science. He then write• 111 wish to speak 
of even more out-of-this-world things." Here is the recitation that ,oUows those words. 

Then is cme- that has- sort- of popped �ack again recently 

U.rougb a cballce remar1LUaat_one of_ us "'happened to make when 
Baldo Mattioli, a most 

_ _p�essive staff wri�t!r for your opposite 
number over the river - the Eastoa EHpre1111 - was visiting us. 
Beiu_g a good reporter iD tbe _pi'C)_per sense, be p�ked on this and 
made It bis lead to a story he wrote on us. This gave us rather a 
shock; but sim_ply because we handle so IJlftJJY curiosa that any 
personally experienced one of this nature tends to get lost in the 
shume. The "sto�" is as follows; and this is wb�re we would like 
to asiL your readers' help. 

In mid-J'une of 1985, three of us roD•.d qtto my place iD 
�olkville at dawn._ We hacldriven .. an night from Washington, D.C., 

where we bad been for several da__ys on busiDe8_5. This business was 
the news business. Both_ my friends were longtime, professional 

-aewsmea. Tom Allen, Senior- Fea'IU"e vnUel" for the Sunday New 
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Yorlr News for ten_years� and Walter McGgw. audio (meaning 

using tape for interviewing) reporter for Westinghouse Radio and 
TV� the AMA jAmerican Medical Associatiouj, and the Dept. of 
Bealt� Education, and WeUare, and the Federal Government, 
am.oq_g other thin_gs. Such bqys are reaD__y bardboUed cookies and 
not_ t_o be fooled. by an.y kind. of "kookery." 

It was one of those almost DI_JsticaQy beautiful mt?mings, with 
the bUds_ singing._ the. frogs fr.ogging, and insects ''insectlng'' - I 
sqppose _you would can lt. As we bad an euormous load of 
e_quipment - tape recorders, film cameras, cases Blled with office 
eguipment1 typewriters_, and an the other a-.orted junk that 
working aewsmen __ ba1fe to lug arouad - I drove. up around the 
house to the back lawn. BackU._g iD to the back �oor makes life so 
much easier_ wheJLUDloacliDg such a load. Also, it lust so happened 
that all three of us have what I can oDI_y describe as "seDBitive 
backs,..'' due to "incidents" in what is now called WW D. We put 
down the back O.p of the statioD wagon and start� to UDioad. But 
the moming was so absolutely glorious, with Its clean fresh Warren 
County air, and the �g sun� and the boids Uld the bees and the 
nogs and so on, that we just sat on the Dap and breathed. Tom 
Allen had just remarked 1gJOD this glory compan;td to the rat-race 
iD.the capital when. ...... 

Absolutely without warning of �y killd_�jlat we could detect, 
every bird, frog •. iDsect, and all else aUve just simply, absolutely, 
and co•plete•y "dropped dead" as it seemed. ___fhe resulting sUence 
was_ so absolute it would have scared even an Eskimo on a stW 
D.jght on an arctic ice�_p� where the ab .. ce of sound is so 
profouncl.that it almost hurts. 

We all looked at each other_for afew seconds. 
Then it came ........ WOOOOooo-WOOooo-WOOOooo ...... tbree 

times in quick succession. Than a pause; the_JJ again three; and so 
on_for_ about seven minutes. 

I've searched for the collected animals aU my Ufe all over the 
wodd, and I'm not given to panic nor am I impressioDable or much 
impressed by �y "unexplainecl," but I can _ tep you that vast, 
enormous, terrific noise which welled up from Walnut Valley sent 

- the proverbial cold shiver tlu"ough my spiae aad, as we used to say 
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ilL the old. country, "with bloody_ knobs on." But the thing that 
blgtresaed me most was that it seemed to he� t_..e same effect on 
my two colleagues_ - banL bolle.der, hardDoseder, and more 
SCDtical tban wllom I have never met. Besides, )totb are Vets and 
botiLhappen._ t.o ·have quite some experience with wildlife as well. 

Tills event. llad several- �cts that I wiD. elaborate upon, in a 
miaute_,_ but_ l must tell you what happened with us. Here we bad 

_probabw the best and most el•lmrate recordJn_g equipment then 
available and two real experts in Its employment whose whole Ufe 
d�nded 1g)OII 'Yabb� the mike" as jhey say when an 
unexpected event took place. Yet the three of us just stood with 
our mouths open, _ _g@PID_g and t� our beads Jrom side to side. 
None of us so much as thought of Dipping open the battery-recorder 
and thro�g_just one swltcb.. But how ofteo dpes one faD to do 
the_right thing In_ an. emergency? How many times have you kicked 

_yourseU1 sayiD_g: Why the heck didn't I take a pbpto of that? This 
se.ems to be a UDiversal trait; but professional reporters have 
trained themselves to tzy and overcome this r_t!action - or lack of 
it. Yet, here we were, three very longtime pros, just standing there 
'll!#h 9ur mouths open! 

This was a _ _pUI'e� �cbol9cal reaction. What might be 
called. the intellectual one came later, but too late. It probably bit 
me first because of my Ufetime in the field lgM!Ilt studying anjmals. 
ln . fact, so extraordinary were some aspects of this sound and its 
"behavior" that 1 com_pletely for_got the ta__pe r•corders and just 
about everything else. The reasons were as follows. 

l'irst_, I bad sunrer heard an_y noise or souad �e this before iD 
my Ufe. Second, the only times when I have beard ALL noises made 
� au � of auimals stop suclde� and at tbe �e instant like 
that� has been before major earthquakes - and I have witnessed 
half a dozen of these all over the world. T� th� sheer volume of 
so1U1Cl was absolutely unbelievable; in decibels I would say that it� 
equaled a four-jet _plane taki� o�, as .. _giatered from about a · 

quarter of a mile. Fourth, It seemed to start somewhere up about 
the r�on of the Blairstown-lllillbrook -_, bu� in a couple �� 
miautes If not less it was manifestly west of us , which put it over 
(or beyolld} H•inesbur.g; 81!d iD enotber couple of miautes the calls 
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were definitelY comi'gf from_ the directi011 of �•mhia and the Gap. 

This is about 12 miles in a maJrimum. of four minutes - probably 

less, because even an mgJerienced radio man's \iming goes aU off in 
an emergency. But most of all there was both an echo AND an 

- caD of eBa�J sjmjlar nature frOQl, -pparently about 

west of Bangor, across the river! 

Our timiwgr·ma_y_, as l Ja!Y, bave been w� �' because the whole 

thing was so shocking that none of us even pulled out our stop­

watches _ _, th�_gh aU of us had one in our�et on a chain. (This 
is standard equipment for radio persoas.) It could have been of 

much. shorter duration, but it cert�_y � not have been any 

longer. The point I am trying to m•Jre is that 12 miles in even four 

mimttes is 180 m.p.h. What animal, I as!!. � travel at that 

speed! ..... 
1 should _ _poillt out that we don't kno'tf)r, of course, If this 

"Thing" did travel that far in that time. Nevertheless, It could not 

have· beeD a laad animal, and e@Peci•l� a . Pr-.y Fox which, as 

several experienced local hunters and woodsmen have pointed out, 

does make a "who whhooi@g" noise sometim•s � at least so it Is 
believecL Of the angle of travel we are quite sure as all three of us 
cu�ed our hands bebind our ears which is �andard practice for 

pinning down direction. This angle, from where we stood, was no 

less than_, believe it or_ aot._ 1.80 de__grees! 

Then again, the echoes absolutely confirmed that the darned 

thiiMJ - the first and loudest one - was over our ridge and in, or 

beyond, Walnut Valley. There would have been no ring-back If it 

had been close encngJh to he in our Uttle valley; �d you can get a 

pretty close estimate of distance by the time of an echo, as in 
thunder. This time �_g decreased untn the thiQg was due west (i.e. , 

the closest) to us and then increased again as it went south. In 

other wor�, it was a noise so enormous that,_ •t a minimum of five 
miles, .lt made our earclrums ring! 

However, the most incredible �ct of this whole business 
was that the birds, frogs, and insects stopped all their noise, and 

suddenly, all tqgether, BEFORE the first caU, or whatever it was. 

What is more, they remained absolutely silent untO at least five 
minu.tes after tbe tUN» c:a''us appear to have met and gone on south 
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Shown here are locations mentioned iD the story of the passage of 

- the "Woo-Woo11 over New Jers�. Warren County is in the 

northwestern corner of the state. The Delaware River separates the 

state from Pe11118Yiv•nia. The Sanderson farm was located in the 

-: middle of the Great Valley, a major geological feature of the 

Eastern states that nms through this_part of Ne.., Jersey between 

Klttatbmy Mountain and Jenny .Jump Mountain. Thirty years ago 

- llainesbuqr, Walnut Valley1 and Polkville wereJibqply the locations 

of crossroads. For example, WaiD.ut Valley comdsted of a feeclstore 

aad a Dairy Queen. The larger commwdties �ere Blairstown, 

Belvidere, and Columbia. ID the early 1970s Interstate 80 was 

completed through the middle of this re_gion I"OUJhiY from east to 

west, bringing commuters and new homes to bouse them. 
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togetherJ their calls blendin.s and then_gettiDg fainter and fainter! 
ThousaDds of anjmals aU together don't behave Uke tbis, except iD 
some very exceptional circumstances. And, w�t c:ircumstances, iD 
this_ case but_ the forthcoming WOOOoooo-WOOOoooo? 

So out-of-this-world was this eJgJerie_l)ce that the three of 
us talked about It aD day and finally decided that it was just too 
way-out even for me to mention. Howevet, l dJd m•ke a lot of 
somewhat discreet illquides of every and all the experienced 
naturalists that l lmew:, &om Game Wardeus to .sci)!ntlftc collectors; 
butt-apart from the Gray Fox belief, none had anything even near 
a su_ggestion after he had heard a_pl@yback of a recording we made 
immediately after the incident on which we gave an imitation of 
the sound.. 

Then come Baldo Mattioli with his sto.:y an�, no sooner does 
it bit the stands, than the phone calls start coming in. As it 
h-.ppened, I was talki'c'_g to the combined Warren County PTAs 
(Parent-Teacher. Associations) iD Belvidere that eveDiDg and the 
matter came qp there as a result. About five �utes after I got 
home_ that evellillg the phone rang. and a citizen of Belvidere was on 
the line. (I'D _give you his name next week, if ypu want It, and if he 
gives me bis permission.) ADd tbis is what he had to teD us. 

He piDDecl down the date pretty weD because be was married 
seven years ago and was then stW a-courting. One fiDe summer 
ni_ght he was so courting on a lovers' laDe qp the mountains west 
of Bangor. The lane was iD the woods and there was only star­
shine, there beiD_JI no moon that Di__gbt. Suddenly, as be tells It, just 
this__ same. enormous, ghastly, hair-r•istng sound rang out right 
ahead of the car. The _gentleman tells me tba�_J..Jllthough an ex-Navy 
man ancLhaviDg__seen much_ war-time action, be bad never been so 
scared iD his life, and be said that he stW does not Uke to talk 
about it. So scared was he at the time, be said, that he was sort of 
paral_yzecl and to the extent of simply beU.g UD'\hle to switch on 
the car lights. He estimated that whatever made the noise could 
not have been more thaD twemty _paces ahead up the road. It 
continued to "WOOOoooo-WOOOoooo" just as ours did at regular 
intervals and then took· o�_and.faded &WilY· 

But more followed. This gentleman told me that a couple of 
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years later he was. helping as a volunteer to do some digging for a 
school_prQject in his t.OWDSbiJ &Dd at a hmch-JJreak got to talking 
of funny things hereabouts, and no less than three others finally 
eclmittecl that t� had beard, and evea "encountered" at close 
range, the same thing. ODe, whose name I bave, and wbom I 
h@PpeD also to have met _persoDally, bas been a very keen 
sportsman-hunter all Ids life. iD this area and is definitely not given 
either to tall tales. oz-, more �� the jitters; but lae � just does not 
JUte_ to. taik_about_ 1L_ 

So what do- we make of an this? I have � ideas, but then, my 
Ideas tend_ to to be taken_ with more than just one grain of salt, so 
I shall continue to- kee_p m_y mouth shut- for now! What I want is 
your Ideas; and, more so, any similar accounts that any of you 
-gbt be _pr�ecl to _give me. Your names wW �ot be published 
unless __ you give express written_ permission, However, your names 
l would lik� ill coDfidence as I would be moat grateful if I could 
meet you - also In conBdence and ask some questions that you 
�y not have tbou_ght of. I am ve� siDcere m t* request as this 
is a purely scientific enquiry. 

ADel l  am DOt suggesting GHOSTS. I will -rave no part of such. 

-we are au-=teft waltiDg � an aaswer at -the end of these 
reconectiODS. We would an· hqpe for more �rmatioD to surface 
from any brave enough to overcome their reluctance and speak of 
these unusual t•JIS· Onl_y with suc�_pieces cd t�e puzzle - with 
the fragments of description and behavior captured by surprised 
witnesses - caD--we hope to advance �ODCL�e glimpses here. 

By other records entirely we know of Dying creatures such as 
the giant owl Biglloot &Dd the _powerful _predatpry Thunderbird. 
But. neither of these avian wonders bas yet been associated with 
such _powerful vocallzatioDS as described- above. Perhaps the ''Woo- . 
Woo" is one of these types. Or is it still another winged creature? 
For there are other ' '�_gs with wiggs'' about w�ch we know very 
little for lack of a larger body of reports. AU this is a mystery still, _ 
even to aD those wb�, like Ivan Sanderson, sa_J they have heard for 
themselves the rare passage of the Warren County Woo-Woo. 
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Twentieth -Century F-orteanism 
By Mark A. Hall 

Man_y reflections are bejg_puhlishecl gpon the_.twElntieth century as it 
will soon slip away..into history books and fading memories. Some look-backs 
endeavor to tell us who was im_portant in our OV!lD era. I have my own 
candidates who__ �think, be . remembered far better at the end of the 
twen_w-first century than magy of the names _ _you �e 1\kely to read as the 
out.c:tandjng influences cited in the popular media. And I will get to a 
discussion of m.y cand�ates in due course 

My._own.specialinterestJ.n_the_past one_ hnndred years lies in the rise of 
forteanisJn. Forteanism can be said to be the__pursuit of �nexplained natural 
phenomena and._the_ exploration of historical anomalies. Charles Hoy Fort 
{1874-1932) was a compiler of unelg)lained data. He fjlle� several books with 
neglectedreport.s_taken from scientific._ journals. and newspapers since 1800. 
Todmr we have our own cat�ries for such tbimJs .. .  Examples are psychic 
phenomen� unidentified_ flying objects, and cryptozoology (the pursuit of 
"monster" reports and the survival of fossi1.=�>rimatu). 

At-the_endof_the_twentieth century we_can_detect an active curiosity in 
the world about the elusive nature an� _pe�lexin_g &atures of our physical 
worlcL. There is also a healthy .suspicion of the statements by authority on 
what can and cannot be. To be sure these _ _particul.ar ))ehaviors are not as 
widespread WELwonld Jilm them to be._ The_ most_popular publications and the 
most far-reaching media remain captives of _pede�� viewpoints. They 
r:e_v_ere icons_ of_ intellectualism who when they speak can be seen to be 
a_pparent frauds by those who never stop learnigg anj) asking good questions. 
Life_ is. thus__ never. without challenge for those who want good answers and 
would Hke to share their wonder at the worl�_true...JDakeup. 

A sea-change for_ the_ dulL.media is_ in_ progress. The advent of the 
Internet puts more sources of information into the hands qf many. Those who 
wilLleam how_ to employ. the_ Internet well_willreap the most benefit. The 
noise-to-si_gnal ratio on the Internet is heavilJ in fayor of the noise so the 
benefit.$ are_not_gainedwithout some . effmt._ 

Nevertheless, over the co�g years the _growiJ;lg presence of the 
Internet_ is__ likely. to create_ greater polarization between those who are 
informed via the Internet versus those who rejy exclusiveJy on dead trees and 
television sound bites. For evidence of this, contrast the results of on-line 
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poUing and the results of_the traditional polling on current issues. You will 

find viewpoints �_g 180 d��between the uvo. 
Wafind_oumelves...in.recent.years surrounded by conspiracy-mongers. 

Their noise is not welcome because they mudd_y the waters and they cause 
goodpeople_to...bemoan the loss._of_mspector_authority. 

The modern abili� to successfullY cons_pire is laughably poor. To find 
it._at_ work_ we must_ make. a brief_aside into the world of politics. No better 
exam_ple is needed than the current_political admiJaistfation in the USA's 
White Hmtse. _ Their most spectacular and feeble attempt to cover their own 
macmnations is nothif!9 less than to make a �t charge that a vast 
conspiracy.iLworlring against them I Those._w.ise_to the Internet can go to the 
.. Clinton Scandal Summ�" archive at aJW time BIUl find a week-by-week 
catalog of_report.s by working..joumalists oathe genuine scandals of today. 
You don't have to wait ten years to read someone's gse�ch in book form to 

Jearn _what__the._�medja is. filtering out of your life. If you have nothing 
better to do, _ _you could write that SOI'Jl' histoey _ _yours.elf. 

But_ this too shall_pass. Hopefully. sooner rather than later, to coin a 
phrase. YoUQg_peo_ple and newly-sworn citizens sho�ld be told that the 
current.style of poJiticaladministration is an anomaly that has not been seen 
in recent decadeS and hQPefuQ.y wilLnotbe. repeatecL 

To_majntain _ClUJ:_ respect_ authority. must_be__honest. Authority will never 
be _perfect, but it should offer an honest d@..Y in COYG to its subjects. Those 
who_ offer contrQversial _:views_ on_the tough_qu.estions such as are explored 
here in Wonders are looking for an honest exch�e. Witqout that honest day 
iiL.coun authority doea not_ deserve respect._ 

The last half of the twentieth century has been mar}Jed by a polarization 
between._pmfessionaJ scientists_ and those_seelring.some attempt to answer the 
tog_gh and n�glected _guestions in science. This sti!DJ4, I think, from the 
creation __ again_ oL two groups as mentioned above. Those who possess 
lmowleqge will be at odds with those who do DDt. Those who make 

themseblea_betterinfmmed on these obscure_ topics will be at odds with those 
who are less informed but feel their positions _pe!'Dljt them to set the 
boundaries of what can.and _cannot bea-

lf _ _you take the time to become well-informed. on one of these tough 
questions of controversy_ and express a positive view of it you can find 
yourself at odds with a � of pe�e. They blclude self-proclaimed 
"skeptics,." journal .e�scientific dabblers_ into the strange, and a large 
boqy of too-bus.y-to-bother-with-nonsense scientists wpo will say you are 
wrong while unable to .make an .honest case why you are wrong. 

Here is a good example of what-1 mean.: ID 1986 the work of Henry H. 
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Bauer on the s�ject of the Loch Ness Monster wes p--1Jb�hed. The result of 
his study of the topic is The. F:nigma of T.ocb Ness:_.Making Sense of a Mystery. [1] 
The cover of the 1988 University of Dlinois Press editi_Qn of his book identifies 
him as a professor of chemistry and science studies at Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute al'd State University 

After ccmuriJin_g a thoroqgh record of the contr_Qversy as demonstrated 
in_bis book,..Bauer.had_to_exprea a personalhelief_in the existence of "actual 
livigg animals'' of an unknown �e in Loch Ness. With this he ran afoul of 
Martin Ganlner who took Bauer to_ task for this. view and for Bauers criticisms 
of Gardner in another book � Bauer, B�ond Velika�: The History of a Public 

ControveiSJl..- [2l. Bauer is_ arguing  __ that. critics_ of_controversial topics need to 
make themselves fully informed and erur�e in f@lr discourse. He finds 
Gardner employing_ an_ "ends justify the means " approach because, after all, 
the target is just �udoscience. " In Bl}YOnd Velikovs)ry �auer cites Gardner 
for_ wishful thjnJring,_qnalifying_his.statemenu "to virtual meaninglessness, "  
and traDSlating an estimate of_probabiU� into a celj;jtu�e. [3] Part of their 
exchange .canbe. found_in .. Gardner:�s_ Th.aNew AgE. [ 4] 

The "sk�s" are merely- s�_ple-minde<L:geople who deny that 
anything truly_extraordjnary remains to_he .. discovered. They are believers 
who put their belief - unguestioning lQYalty - iiUI:�ditional academics. 

Th.e .. scientific joumal _editors are playing it safe, don't know any better, 
and have no reasons to take chances. Disa_greeme_nts ¥e expressed in the 
peer_review_pmcess.that is sure __ to_ weed out_any paradigm busters. The dirty 
work is done -qpon the troublesome few by the anoqymous reviewers. 

The. scientific dahblers_ar:e those who. see themselves as rebels while 
maintainiJ;m the tm._m»in_gs of their professions. If they )lave an idea it is a 
good_one.__ If_ someone else. has. an idea they see it as an opportunity - an 
o_p_portumnr to shore -gp their own credihili� h_y shc)Qting it down. 

The_ too ... b.usy-to-bother scientists ar:e the ones who cheat everyone in 
the worst way. Their words are relied qpon by the or� citizen. Their 
gnidance.iaacceptedby:_their students. . They perform the peer review stealth 
bo�g of ideas, take che_@p shots at new ideas in _their .textbooks if they 
mention them_at au, and make pmnouncements at the drop of a reporter's hat 
on the viability of ideas -qpon which they have not..dQne solid research. 

Worst_of_all they_ cheat_ themselves out_ of a. meaningful contribution to 
their field of study. I don't doubt that they have coQVin�ed themselves that 
they cannot make a major contribution. And that is the chief reason they will 
not.. 

How far have we come iD the _past one hundr9(1 years? After all, we 
have not invented any mysteries, only tried to record, organize, and 
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sometimes .explain difficult questiQDS_that have always been with mankind. 
So_previous_JJenerations have dealt one way or ana1b-.r with these issues. 

For a benchmark at end of the nineteenth century I will refer here to the 
1895 edition of Johnson 's Unive:csal. Cyclopaedia_published � eight volumes. [5] 
LwilLusait not .as..a record typjcaJ of its day because it contrasts with other 

editions of the same encyclqpedia that I have seen. Th.e ot¥ers appear to offer 
dnJJ entries tbat read Jike a large dictionary .The 1895 edition dares to discuss 
issues that were alive in the American culture at the ..end of the last century. 

This is UkeJy to._lla.ve_come_ ahout__hecause the edition was assembled 
under the chief editorship of Charles Kendall Adams (�835-1902) , then the 
President of the IJnbrenrity of.Wisconsin A:V.ermont-hom educator, he taught 
histon' at the U� of Micbigan from 1867 to 18B5. Jie was president at 
ComeU from 1885. to .. 1892-and then at Wisconsin from 1892 to 1901. Perhaps 
this work was an elg)I'8SSion of Midwester'JU)O_pulism. It �eluded issues that 
perplexed ancLintrlgned _ordinary people as . .  opposed to the stiff and dry 
academic spirit that usually worked its will on refer:-e)lce books edited in the 
Easternseats of.leaming_ 

We find in this edition such historical views as a f!tiscussion by Frank 
Moore Colby (1865-1925) of the questions surrounding Madoc, the Welsh 
prince. Here is that entry. 

lfJ\lLaaLOc:. aweJS1i prince; son of Owen Gwynedd; flour­

-#isJ:aetll.mt.tlleJtwelft.Jl_.cellb��kicmmag to some annalists 

umfrey Llwyd., or Lloyd, who wrote in -1559. The new 

land was supposed to be Nova Hispania or some part of 

Florida, since_the_Spaniards .are said to have found there 

the tn«<it.kn•s of a pr.evious-settlement.::by a strange race 

which ·haa-bonored The- cross. -stJbstantiSDy the same ac-

count ofthe discovery was given in the ynitings of Powel, 

H�, HD�H�Rrt 
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others, and to this evidence was added�e 'estimony of 

ll-tii!&VfME!�wh&-pmfessed-net-ODiy-t&-hav� found traces of the 

Anderson, America not Discovered by Co�umbus (1874). 

There are entries on Leif Ericson and Vinland written by Rasmus B. 
Anderson (1846-1936) . There is an ent{y on Andrew . Crqsse (1784-1855) and 
his_ pecnljar experiments. _ Hwei-Sbin and.__ the description of Fusang are 
covered. Also almost half a_p@lfe is _given to the Gbjne�e practice of Fung­
Shui, while acknowledging that "little has been written on the subject by 
foreigners " 

Certainly one of the most remarkable e�tries is that on 
"ClaiJ:vo.yance " A. fulL page. is. taken _by none-other-than Hudson Tuttle 
{1836-1910) of Berlin Heights, Ohio. His_ peculiar career as a spiritualist and 
writer can be found in the_Encyclopedia of Occultism and Parapsychology. (6] 

The wonder-animals talked of in that dzw .N"e discussed. Rasmus 
Anderson. _gives .asuccinct. treatmem_of_the_ Kraken. Half a page is taken by 
naturalist Frederic Lucas (1852-1929) to _ _give some sea-�erpent reports. He 
goes on_to make the point that, . while "a few scientific men are inclined to 
believe that there is some h\198 marine animal, �· �e know that "the 
majority_. of zoologists,._howe:ve�.deny_ the existence of the sea-serpent in 
toto. " He __ gives A. C. Oudemans and P. H. Gosse-amgng his references. 

While the subjects such as Madoc and Vinland are not forgotten 
tod�y, _people are not _goin_g to _9et worked g_p abQpt �em without solid 

archaeological findings_ to. put on_ the . table_ along with interpretations of 
historical -Heords. Some might WGDder, though, -if �research might not be 
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wbat will lead us to .that new archaeological .evidence. 
One hundred _years IMJO_�chic research wu v�ry much in vogue. 

Ear _ alLthe_continning interest thmughout..thatwentieth century, we seem 
to have_JJained little_ground in this area. Hundr� of volumes studying 
the__ anecdotes_ _ of_ experience, the laboratory testings, and arguments pro 
and con have neither dismissed the tQPic nor validat,d with clarity the 
several areas of psychic expression. Here are questions among the most 
cha)'tenging for humankind 

Sea-setl)ents continued to be r�ported in the tJVeXltieth century. And 
tha interest in-them resulted_.in_ BemarcLHeu.veJmans' In the Wake of the 

Sea-Serpents 11] _published in America in 1968. There� something in the 
way oLclasses of_.sea__creatures is .created _by_ way of physical descriptions 
and geogr@Ph.Y. HaviJ;l_g classified them at last, it almost seems that people 
have largely stopped talking_about them. 

But other ci_Yl)tozoolQgical wonders have moJTed to the fore in the 
twentietlLcentuey.. We know them_ to have been around a hundred years 
... go. For exam_ple, the Bjghoot was known as a "Bqoger-owl" in rural 

America; the. Thunderbird . in PeDDSylvania was called that by those 
residents in touch with the American Indians. We have newspaper 

accmtnts of. True Giants going back to. 1829; the 1849ers and the 
lumbermen ran into the ancestors of today's famous "Bigfoot" but that 
name_ had. not been popularized for that purpose back then. They used 
terms like "wild man.!' or..just "monster.�' 

UFOs have always been around, but they came into newspaper 
archives under the label of "�__g saucers" only $er 1947. Here is 
another subject_ on__ a_ par_ with._ psychic __ phenomena. A half century of 
concern has not produced the clarity that people wan� to see before they 
can_nnden;tand what is .happening. With_this. subject we face not only the 
difficulties inherent in the su�ject matter but also _'tQe �uman reluctance to 
face_ the__pmhahle. meaning of holding an_ inferior place in the universe. We 
want to see ourselves in control; to_go boldly intO_.Jl �ture where we are 
tha equals. if_nm the. masters ofJ.ntelligent. life. But the facts suggest all too 
well that we are a primitive planet. We are visited-by �thers who will not 
gre_et_ us as_ equals_ he_cause we are confused and unable to comprehend or 
accept their _presence on our humble planet. ADd a state of confusion 
works . . to the .benefit _of the visit.ors. If we collectively recognized them as 

an un-Earthly _presence we might unite IMJainst theQJ �d hinder their aims 
wbatever.the.y. might be .. 

We are one hundre9 years further down the Jjoaq. And we are very 
much full of ourselves for our technological advances. But we seem to be 
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still framhJ1J the _guestions on some veey' fundamen� �oncerns about our 
existence Wbere are.. w a in . .reJJation to . the.. rest. of the universe? What are 
the powers of the human mind and how do th� mla�e to things we call 
spiritual? . What...life...forms - what living. fossils - share our planet in the 
seas, in the night-time, and in_places we seldom_go.J What is the truth of 
our. own .. past on. this small . planet where views of our ancestors -- both 
recent and distant -- chan_ge with each archaeol_Qgical surprise? 

Helping us __ do.WJLthe...roadJ:hmugh_the....twentieth century have been 
two men of particular influence whose names have come up frequently 
here. .. in. the.. pag.es . of Wanders • . They are Charles Fort and Ivan Terence 
Sanderson (1911-1973) . Both were collectors of odd ;fa� who struggled to 
make sense.of them  . They_ both.trled hax:d to make those facts entertaining 
because otherwise their _publications would have ))tten ignored more than 
they have been in the history of the twentieth century. 

You can and should read about their lives in tht;t sources I will put 
into. a_footnote. [8] But.. .more_ importantly you should read their works to 
experience their stru_ggles with manJrincr-s. difficultdilemmas. 

The several hooks of Charles.Fort have been in print since 1974 in an 
omnibus edition from Dover Books, The Complete Bopks of Charles Fort. But 
beware. lest you_endup lika.Richard Ashby. He sat down to read them, and 
spent two days reading them non-stop except for meals. Then, as he told it: 

Indirectly, Charles_ Fort_ cost me my job in advertising. My 
values had altered �_gel_y, and l�e ar,as of my thinking 
were. replaced by doubts, suspicions. Copywriting became a 
trivial chore. �__y �_ppointed employer- an� I had words. And 
I was out. [9] 

The works of Ivan Sanderson are more nu�ou' and cover natural 
llistor¥. in_addition_to .. the.. fortean _works .. that._occupied his later years. His 
life as a naturalist is covered in such books as AniWa! Treasure, Caribbean 

Treasure, Living Treasuxe,_B.oolcoLGreat Jungles, and Green Silence. Be sure 
to read his fortean works Abominable Snowmen: �f1f]1Jnd Come to Life (1961) 
and Uninvited Visitors (1967) . Other titles are "Things ", More 11Things", 

Invisible Residents, and Investjgating .. thaJlnexplainecL. 
Charles _Fort. leavened. with humor the scattered and neglected facts 

that the twentieth century wanted to leave behhul. He dusted them off 
and annny.ed. his.. generation .with . . thellla Ivan_ Sanderson carried on that 
work and caq_ght the attention of many us with his .Qem�nstrations that the 
uncomfortable facts were simply part of nature. What some people wanted 
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tO- declare impossible were_ things_possible . and even commonplace if one 
took the pe1spective of centuries rather than that Qf one's own brief 
lifetime _ 

We are fortunate to have been influenced in -� qentury by Fort and 
Sanderson. I encourage you to add their experiences to your own. 
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